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[wri�en by Clay in 2008] 

     I am sensing a great cloud of oppression over many of God's people. There is a pessimism that is being 

fed by looking at the world, at the poli�cal scene, and at the low level of moral stupidity in the West. Stop 

looking at that! It will make anyone depressed! There is another place to focus on. There is another Center 

of ac�vity from which is pouring great light and power, energy and purity, joy and triumph. It is certainly a 

ma�er of perspec�ve whether one is depressed by the current malaise or encouraged by the Unseen One. 

     Unless we are receiving our sense of history from the Holy Spirit - listening to Him and reading His Word - 

it is easy to err in either the direc�on of false peace or false doom. The enemy does not care which ditch we 

fall into. False peace provides a leisurely indifference to the danger of the hour. False doom paralyses any 

crea�vity, saps joy, and increases an unhealthy focus on end �me scenarios which usually do not include 

any meaningful plan of ac�on to bring healing to the world. 
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      Will Iran a+ack the United States? Could be. There is enough fana�cal religious craziness there to bring 

it about. Is America ripe for judgment? I would think so. Is there great danger for us if we a+empt to divide 

not only the land of Israel, but even the city of Jerusalem? Undoubtedly. The list of worldwide issues like 

these is always with us. And they are all important in a certain context.  They may even serve to awaken the 

sleeping or mo�vate the complacent. But it is far more mo�va�ng to keep such issues in the back of our 

minds as we maintain in the forefront the vision we have been given for where we live, who we love, and 

what we are to do with the �me we have been entrusted. Living in such a way as to bring glory to Jesus by 

our everyday lives among those in front of us is a much more frui3ul way to spend energy.  

      There is coming a great shaking of the church. I believe that every part of the church - both the real 

church and systems which hijack that �tle - will experience such a �me of God's dealings like we have never 

seen before. Manmade kingdoms will be brought down. Secret sin will be exposed. False ministries will be 

manifested for what they are. Dead denomina�onal systems will be either moved towards awakening, or 

allowed to sink into apostasy.  

      When it is over, the spiritual terrain will look very different. Much of the twinkling bling will be replaced 

with the shining glory of the beauty of Holiness. Many who have fallen away will return home. Many who 

are only looking for fish and bread will follow Him no more. Many who thought that they were put out to 

pasture will find a new anoin�ng upon them to care for God's people and evangelize the lost. Many who 

have climbed the high profile ministry ladder will fall. Many will experience Love himself pouring out amaz-

ing grace into their lives. Rela�onships will deepen as integrity and respect for one another increases. 

      Please keep your heart focused on the right things. It is so easy for the treasures of people to become 

the background in our daily living due to the loudness and glare of lesser things. It takes a quiet s�ll heart 

to be able to hear the s�ll small Voice and see the Invisible Real. A;er all, we live and we die, then we 

LIVE. So let us live with LIVING in view. 
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Acts of Love 

One of the heart-rending stories from Mother Teresa of Calcutta is about an un-

touchable who had lived beyond human care, upon the streets or wherever he could 

find a place simply to be. Dying, he was brought by Mother Teresa into her shelter 

and cleaned and care for. His words were, "I have had to live my life like an animal, 

but now I can die like a human being." Simply because he had been "taken in" by 

others who gave to him! To merely welcome another, to provide for him or her, to 

make a place, is one of the most life-giving and life-receiving things a human being 

can do. They are the basic, universal acts of love. Our lives were meant to be full of 

such acts, drawing on the abundance of God, and they achieve their greatest fulfill-

ment precisely when, like Jesus, we "lay down our lives for the brethren."      

 Dallas Willard - Renovation of the Heart    
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