
 

1 

  
Volume 379 ● December 2024 

 

D e a r  F r i e n d s ,  
…Bɏ sʤrʝnɒ ʋnɍ cʝʦraȰeʝuɡ. Dɛ ɚԨ ȩɏ aʓrʋiɍ… 
fʝɠ ʃȱɏ Lʝrɍ yʝʦɠ Goɍ gȹeɡ ʨiʃɓ yʝɤ; 
Hɏ ʨɵɸɗ ȸʑɃʑɠ ȵeʋɃɏ yʝɤ nʝɠ fʝrsɪȴɏ yʝɤ.    
    (Dʑuɀʑrʝnʝʛɨ 31:6) 
  
Tȱɏ Lʝrɍ Hʖmȿɰlɑ gȹeɡ ȩefʝȾɏ yʝɤ ʋnɍ ʨɵɸɗ ȩɏ ʨiʃɓ yʝɤ; 
Hɏ ʨɵɸɗ ȸʑɃʑɠ ȵeʋɃɏ yʝɤ nʝɠ fʝrsɪȴɏ yʝɤ. 
Dɛ ɚԨ ȩɏ aʓrʋiɍ; dɛ ɚԨ ȩɏ ʏiscʝʦraȰeɍ.    
    (Dʑuɀʑrʝnʝʛɨ 31:8) 
  
…I ʋə ʖɚ ʛɨ Faʃȱʑɠ, ʋnɍ yʝɤ ʋȾɏ ʖɚ Mɏ, ʋnɍ I ʋə ʖɚ yʝɤ. 
    (Jɼʕɚ 14:20) 
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     Reading an arƟcle designed to help moƟvate us to pursue silence and solitude is a good thing, unless it be-

comes a useless pracƟce of mere reading. It is like reading the menu but never eaƟng the meal. So let’s exam-
ine where we are. We briefly delved into the issue of silence, then we added solitude. If these wriƟngs have 

been able to move us towards some degree of regular pracƟce in which our inner life with God is enjoying an 
increased awareness, then that is what we were aiming for. We don’t want it to become just another news-

leƩer arƟcle that gets laid aside with the vague sense that “I’ve read it. I’ve got it. Okay, what’s next?” We 

don’t want to fall into that category of folks who live in their heads, so to speak. They believe that informaƟon 
received by their intellect is informaƟon that has been fully digested enough to elicit change. But what we 

long for is informaƟon that seeps down into our deep heart – the core of us. And this is exactly the place that 
the pracƟce of silence and solitude reaches: our home within, where we meet with God. This is 

an invitaƟon for us to make a regular Ɵme and place for a deeper and conƟnuing relaƟonship with God. It is 
an invitaƟon for us to not only receive His love for us, but to allow that love to change us more and more into 

His image. We are then strengthened by the Holy Spirit to humbly abandon our wrong views and beliefs as we 
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 we grow closer to our loving Father and Lord Jesus Christ. We come to want what He wants, not what we 

want. We come to want to parƟcipate in what the Lord is blessing, not just asking Him to bless us. It is in 
silence and solitude with God that we learn to hear His voice. 

     I want to be careful how I phrase this. We all tend to use terms which are biblically accurate, yet which 
can become, in themselves, less than helpful. For example, the phrase we are seeking God. But He is not 

lost; we are! And we talk of pursuing God. Yet He is not running from us. What about drawing near to God? 

Yet He is always with us and in us; He has never withdrawn from us. The Lord is a very present help, not on-
ly in Ɵmes of trouble, but in all moments. So oŌen we have taken up well-meaning phrases like these, 

picked up from our church language experience, that can communicate wrong concepts of the true nature 
of God. The amazing truth is that He never leaves us and He never backs away from us! It is we who allow 

ourselves to become distracted, and then we end up using phrases like “I’m far from God” or worse, “He is 
far from me.” No, neither phrase is true. God is never far from you nor you from Him. Sin and evil blind you 

to His abiding presence. It is your conscious mind that has become so filled with distracƟons that it be-

comes full of ever increasing empty, even godless chaƩer. And a willful turning aside with a heart focus to-
wards Him awakens the awareness that Christ is in me/us, my/our hope of glory. It is a glorious restoraƟon 

– NOT of His Presence, for He never leŌ – but of our conscious awareness of that abiding Presence. 
     The beauty of all the spiritual disciplines is that they aid us in following Jesus. The holy giŌs of silence and 

solitude help us begin/conƟnue this journey. We come to know that God loves us, longs for us, and is al-

ways there waiƟng for our willful aƩenƟon to be turned towards Him. It is not, “Oh! I haven’t been with 
God in a while and I feel so bad. I’m so ashamed when I forget Him.” No. Rather it becomes, “Oh! I’m so 

happy now that I remember Him! I’m so thankful I can always turn to Him.” Silence is embracing the reality 
of His Presence that has been paƟently waiƟng. Solitude is not withdrawing from people, but turn-

ing to Him. Remember that there is nothing essenƟally wrong with human interacƟon or self entertain-

ment, per se. We are called to live in community with each other. Yet the disciplines of silence and solitude 
are the foundaƟon for not only our relaƟonship with God, but also our relaƟonships with each other. It is 

with Him that we truly learn how to love each other. 
     We may find that as we begin to address our lack of spiritual focus, we are woefully weak in our new 

efforts. That is not bad. It just means that beginning a quiet morning turns out to be only a quiet small por-
Ɵon of the morning. (Or whatever part of the day you set aside.) That’s okay. Ten quiet minutes truly fo-

cused on Him is a really great START. I promise you, it will increase. You will find that ten minutes become 

thirty, and your silence grows into a need for solitude, and all the other disciplines crowd in vying for their 
place in line as contributors to a whole new way of living. Just think of where this is heading…joy along the 

journey Home, for the glory of God. 
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     It is not often that we do movie reviews anymore. Thankfully there are now 
several films coming out that are worth our time. This is certainly one of those. 
If I told you it is the biographical story of Rebecca St. James and her family 
(which includes her brothers who are known to us as King & Country), we might 
miss the point. This film is that true story, but so much more! If the movie was 
only telling the story of a struggling young Australian couple and their young 
children going through the impossible tasks of coming to a new country with 
little means of support, then it would certainly be a story worth your time. But, 
again, it is so much more! It shows the fruit of godly parenting through the 
overwhelming setbacks and struggles this family encounters. It is a picture of 
godly living without being religious or stilted. These are folks that LIVE the 
gospel day in and day out. This story of their family spiritual heritage shines 
strong, a truly inspirational and meaningful investment of your time. Be sure 
and watch the special features. There are even more wonderful surprises to 
discover! 

Unsung Hero 
Movie Review 
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Cloʣʖnɒ  
      Thʝuɳhtɡ... 

 Wɏ ʋȾɏ ʖɚ ʃȱɏ ʃʕrʝwɡ Է ʃȱɏ ʕusʃȵɏ ʋnɍ ʍusʃȵɏ Է ʃȱɏ 
hɼʙidʋyɡ. Oɻʙɨ Ʉɏ cʋɚ ɭhȹoȿɏ tɛ ɚԨ ȩɏ cʋrʢȲeɍ ɪlʝnɒ 
ʝɚ ʃhaɢ wʋɃɏ Է ʎʅlʤʦȾɏ. Iɢ iɡ ʃȱɏ ʤʖȷɏ Է Ȫɰȵɰʍraʤiʝɚ 
Է ʃȱɏ Incʋʢnaʤiʝɚ Է ʃȱɏ Sʝɚ Է Goɍ. Iɢ iɡ ʃȱɏ ʤʖȷɏ 
ʇȱʑɚ Ʉɏ Ⱦʑȷʑɺȩʑɠ ʃhaɢ LʝɃɏ ʂhʝʨɚ dʝʨɚ ʦpʝɚ 
mʋɻʘʖnɍ. Wɵɸɗ yʝɤ acȪʑpɢ ʃȱɏ ʖʜʧitaʤiʝɚ? Iɢ iɡ Ɉ 
gȹoɍ ʤʖȷɏ tɛ ʑngaȰɏ ʖɚ ʣɵȵʑnȪɏ ʋnɍ sɼʙiʤuȫɏ aɡ Ʉɏ 
cʝnɀʑʛɿlaɀɏ ʃȱeȿɏ ʖnʎȾeʏɵɬȵɏ ʤʢuʃhɡ. Eʛmʋʜɂɰɗ. Goɍ 
ʨiʃɓ uɡ. Mʋɨ yʝʦɠ hɼʙidʋyɡ ȩɏ hɼʙɨ-dʋyɡ, Չɸȵeɍ ʨiʃɓ 
ʃȱɏ wʝnȫʑɠ Է Goɍ’ɡ lʝɃɏ, aɡ Hɏ ȩecʋȷɏ Sʝȷeʝȸɏ 
ʨiʃɓ ʂʘʖɚ ʝɚ, ʃȱɏ Sʝɚ Է Mʋɚ, ʝʦɠ Lʝrɍ ʋnɍ Sʋʧiʝɠ, 
Jeʣuɡ Cʕʢisɢ. 

 

Mʑrʢɨ Cʕʢisʤmaɡ! 
Clʋɨ ʋnɍ Mʋʢɨ 


