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I N S I D E  T H I S  

Continued on page 2 

D e a r  F r i e n d s ,  
  Then said Jesus, 

     Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do.                

    (Luke 23:34) 

 As I have too o en repeated, I don’t do holiday topical messages very well, or 

therefore, very o en. But I do try to send messages that are mely and helpful. So, 

even though the holiday season has not yet begun, our next several messages will 

take us through the December issue of Nightlight. The topic we will be addressing 

is forgiveness. 

     It would be great if we could enter the season with our focus on the specific 

meanings of the celebra ons - thankfulness, incarna on, and the sanc fying of 

me. Those who follow the biblical and early church calendars are greatly helped in 

walking out these celebra ons. Yet for many, the holidays can become overwhelm-

ing. What be er me than now to prepare our minds and hearts with the message 

of forgiveness! On the family and personal level, these holidays present a yearly 

challenge for us. So much to do! Family to visit, presents to buy, meals to prepare, holiday ac vi es to 

a end. I know it is o en a sad me for many, or worse, an infuria ng struggle in some cases. For some, how 

do you sa sfy all the members of a divided family? It is impossible! Add to that the increasing poli cal wars 

that tempt us towards anger at the whole system. All this can mix together with any unhealed family pain, 

and can explode unexpectedly around the family dinner table! 

     When these two levels of unforgiving poison - personal and political - come together, they create a double  
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challenge to us to be godly. “I have good reasons to hate Uncle Joe, but now, more than ever, when he starts his 

political preaching!” You know. That sort of thing. Failure to forgive Uncle Joe specifically for previous offenses 

then mixes with the new political stuff, and off we go. The kind of scenario (or a million like it) are great  opportu-

nities for us to stop, and listen to God. We need to discern what is going on in ourselves before passing judgment 

on anyone else. What is going on in me? What do I want to communicate? Am I more concerned with being right 

than being Christ-like? Am I just spewing out my own hurt and pain? What is Jesus saying to me? How can I begin 

to forgive Uncle Joe? I know it is wrong to hate! How do I speak out without it being contaminated with my feel-

ings?njkbjkbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbb 

     This morning (Sunday), one of our pastoral team told of a dream he had some time ago. He saw ten huge very 

weighty stones. Then he became aware of an angel standing near him. The angel said, “These are the laws of 

God. They are unchangeable, unalterable. Yet God loves more than the weight of these stones, than these laws. 

Make sure when you preach, your love weighs more than your message.” Make sure when you speak, your love 

weighs more than your words. 

     These messages will address the struggle of unforgiveness on several levels. This month’s audio is enti-

tled How Do I See God?, and is about receiving forgiveness. Do I believe God has forgiven me? I have admitted to 

you before my own tendency to become a bit bored when the subject of addressing forgiveness is raised. So I 

don’t blame you if you do also. But that should awaken us all to a dangerously egocentric trap. We think we 

know. We think we have been there. Done that. And we think a mere surface understanding of the topic is the 

same as walking out the reality of the subject. And that is a great self-deception. I am more aware of my failures 

to live and walk out loving and forgiving than I have ever been before. 

     As we enter this coming year in which all the polemics in our current national climate are at the peak, and 

which will certainly be stirred even greater, it is more than vital that we who claim to know and obey Jesus, are 

doing so. A review of the basic foundational principles of forgiving is where it begins, and ultimately where it also 

ends. Forgiveness is only understood at the Cross. It begins there, and is made possible there in the Person of 

our Lord Jesus Christ. Those who forgive much, love much. May we all love much! 
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The Power of Words 
    I make my living, so to speak, by the use of words. I am painfully aware of the danger that 

presents. As Pascal once said of a contemporary writer in his day, “He has written a very large 

book because he didn’t take the time to write a small one.” Malcolm Muggeridge, who also wrote 

for a living, titled one of his books Chronicles of Wasted Time. In one place, he described his work 

as words like piles of flies that buzzed around a bit and ended in a dead heap on the floor. 

Words have power to awaken or deaden, to empower or paralyze, to blaze with truth or freeze 

with lies. We all know the death that creeps over the soul while sitting under a droning flow of 

meaningless drivel. It could be the voice of a politician, or a rote lecture, or worst of all, a spirit-

ually empty sermon. Words overused become the death of their own message. 

     So it makes me tremble each time I write or speak. I don’t want Nightlight to become over-

used words that say nothing. I don’t want to be guilty of the destructive repeating of words that 

merely fill a page or a recording. Just yesterday a pastor friend of mine said, “I was given a 

book by a well-meaning person, which I read. And the only reason I can figure it was written 

was because the writer wanted to say he wrote a book. It left me stone cold, even though it was 

basically truth. It was true, but it was not the truth.”  Only the anointing of the Holy Spirit can 

give life to words. The words that I speak to you, they are spirit and they are life (John 

6:63). We pray that the Voice of His Spirit will speak through these oft-repeated words 

in Nightlight and that we will not become guilty of communicating dead letter. Dead letter are 

words that are true in principle, but empty of His Presence. For the letter kills, but it is the 

Spirit that gives Life (2 Cor. 3:6). 

     Is it better to read an entire book, even a book of the Bible, just to say you covered it? Or 

would it be better to just take a phrase that speaks to your heart, and soak in it? Then that one 

phrase can become the living word which saturates your heart so that you become that Word in 

action? It is the anointed words that Jesus speaks to us that remodel our inner worlds. Living 

words are like manna to our souls. May we be aware of the power of our own words for good or 

ill. I long for my mouth to only flow with words of Life. And I ain’t there yet. 
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For the glory of God, Clay & Mary 
 

Clo n  Th u ht ... 

McLean Ministries 
P.O. Box 2088 ● Hickory, North Carolina 28603 ● 828.322.5402 

website: www.mcleanministries.org ● email: claymcleanministries@pobox.com 

 Jus    w  i e  f w r e  t  ;  i   m    
H  S i    c u   A  U r i . G   w n-

r  h  c  r   past   A l nt  n     
  r nd  n i l  ( n  30) a n   f  

 t  n rst n  ha  i  n  i   e , f    i   
n  e  t . Pr i  Go  f   w n  ha  i  c n , 

n  ha  i  ! S e  i . De l  i  u  l u .  

 

A  y  l    t u h    L r  n  ea   
  y  l ’  ea . (Is i  54:13)   


