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| want to tell you two stories. They are both true. The first one is about a

young man we will call James.
He along with his family attended a church that believed the fundamental
- ¢ ¢t

‘ doctrines of the Christian faith. His father, though a moral man, was distant

and un-affirming. James’ hunger for male attention and affection grew as he

grew. While on a Boy Scout camping trip, James was seduced and molested by a college-aged troop
leader. The inner conflict between his faith and his feelings became tormenting. The molestation was
pleasurable to him on one level and shaming on another. The pain was enough to drive him to seek
help from his pastor who listened to this nervous and already traumatized fourteen-year-old as he
reached out for help. James struggled to find the right words. The pastor simply cut short the conver-
sation by reading Romans 1. He then declared James to be guilty of the sins described there, and dis-
missed him with the dire warning of coming judgment for his willful choice. When James protested that
he had never chosen his confused feelings, he was again rebuffed and dismissed. James lived under
the terror of this fear of judgment which only exacerbated his anxiety and need for male comfort. The
two opposing forces in him of faith vs. love hunger finally collided, resulting in a total breakdown. His
church family did not understand his struggles, and rather than love him through them, James became
the brunt of gossip among the adults and the subject of cruel jokes among his peers at church. He re-

covered enough to leave for a college as far away as he could find. Free from the focus of his home
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and church, he found other young men on campus who were accepting, affirming, and non-
judgmental, even affectionate. He eventually turned from all he had once called home and im-
mersed himself in the university LGBT community. When former church members learned of his
identification with homosexuality, their emails, letters, and periodic face-to-face confrontations
helped push James into becoming an outspoken, angry, and finally anti-Christian crusader for gay
rights.

Second story. Two self-proclaimed homosexual men were regular customers of a flower shop
run by an elderly woman. They approach her to do flowers for their so-called wedding, knowing
she was a believing Christian. If the shop owner agrees, they have won a victory over her faithful-
ness to Christ. What if she refuses, though she has been a friendly person to whom they have
previously related well? She first lovingly but firmly refuses to affirm their ‘wedding.” She explains
that selling them flowers would be no difficulty, but actually participating in the flower arranging for
the ceremony is against her faith, and would not be possible. She gave them a list of references
for others who could be helpful to them. The response to her kindness? The two men took her to
court and sued her for refusing to serve them.

Both of these stories are full of injustice. The first story tells of Christians utterly failing the gos-
pel. The second story is just the opposite: of a loving Christian cruelly attacked because of her
faith. This same scenario could be examined with regard to racism. Though being black or white is
not in any way to be equated with one’s sexual expression, the heart of the matter is the same.
Our natural sense of justice can be manipulated into fruitless action or even wrong action if all we
do is get upset at the story itself.

As watchmen on the wall who are called to stand in the gap so the land will not be destroyed,
what is our calling in the face of these and other such scenarios? We must be prepared in our
own hearts to respond righteously in love to whatever issue may come where we live. All injustice
everywhere touches us whether we feel it or not. We can live in the wisdom of God and know the
peace of God so that when called upon we manifest the character of God and bring the presence
of the kingdom of God. We must be willing to face injustice of all sorts, and be sure that we are
not taking this or that side, but are on God’s side. We are the light of the world. We are the salt of

the earth. Let us be who and what we are.
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Clriat bas died, Chrint s riven, Clriat will come again! Alleluial

Rativer than a single book foens, | want to- untfroduce some of
yow (and remind othery of yow) to- He treasmry found un An~
drew- Murray. His Uittle books are one of tive greatest gifty glven
to- the dhrchv He s the great bridge between the Reform and
Charismatic party of the dranrcn He ploneered that muici-
needed revnion o hndied years before ws The anounting on
his work sy as powerful and needed as U was Un Uy furst print-
ng. These easily accessiiple books shoudd be on yowur shelies for
regular study. One example s THE HOLIEST OF ALL, hisy ex~
position of the book of Hebrews: Just get and read them, often.




Closing Thoughts... &

Chesterton said, “I do- not believe in o fote that fally on men
however they act; but | do believe in a fote that falls on them
UNLESS tiwey act” It (s another way of saying, “AU thaet &
necessory for evl to- trivumphv v for goods men to- do- notih-
ng.” (Edmond Burke) We cannot do everyting. But let that
never keep wy from doing whot we can. It iy not enough to-
doim to- love God We must hate evile And we overcome el
witihv good. Whatever yowr hand finds to- do, do- i witiv all
youwr might: (Ecele 9:10) Wherever yow honve been stationed
by the Lord, love Hum and love others, and let yowr holy an~
ger agoinst evil move yow to- righteous action. Notung frees us
from temptation to- do- wrong like a passion for doing good.
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